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PRELIMS SPECIAL – 14 (FOR UPSC CSE 2018) 
 

1. Consider the following statements: 

1. In middle latitudes, conditions of vegetation and soils of the south facing slopes is different that 

of the north facing slopes. 

2. Wet and humid climates are more prone to desilication than a dry climate. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

 (a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The snow line on a mountain is the boundary beyond which there is permanent snow. 

2. The water of Bhagirathi is mainly fed by melt waters from under the snout of Gangotri glacier. 

3. The retreat of glaciers is associated with higher temperatures and less snowfall. 

 Which of the statement given above is/ are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3  

3. How many countries does Iran share a border with? 

 (a) 7   (b) 4 

 (c) 6   (d) 5 

4. Which of the following rivers forms/form international border between two countries? 

1. Iguazu River 

2. Congo River 

3. Naf River 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only    (d) 1, 2 and 3  

5. With reference to the Himalayas, consider the following statements: 

1. The Southern slopes in Himalayan region are covered with thick vegetation in comparison to the 

northern slopes. 

2. The volume of precipitation increases from the south towards the north. 

3. The volume of precipitation increases with altitude.  

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only    (d) 1, 2 and 3 

6. Which of the following statements is incorrect? 

(a) Kerala is the largest producer of natural rubber in India. 

(b) Assam is the largest tea producing state in India  

(c) India is the largest producer of cashew in the world. 

(d) India is the largest producer of pulses in the world. 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Coral reefs are underwater structures made from calcium carbonate.  

2. The Coral reefs are either restricted or absent from along the west coast of the Americas. 

3. The Indo-Malayan triangle” is referenced as the “Coral triangle”. 
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 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only   (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3 

8. The main cause of Mediterranean type of climate is 

(a) The occurrence of convectional rain in winters 

(b) The shifting of the wind belts 

(c) Presence of Trade winds throughout the year  

(d) Both a and d 

9. Which of the following is/are correct about El Nino? 

1. It is characterized by warm ocean water in the Eastern Pacific Ocean only. 

2. It causes warmer-than- average temperatures over western and central Canada. 

3. It increases in the amount of planktons across the Peru coast.  

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

 (a) 2 only   (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

10. Consider the following statements: 

1. Groundwater is one of the largest storage houses of freshwater. 

2. Groundwater acts as an agent of weathering in rocks like limestone. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

11. Which of the following regions or their parts are classified as the most probable earthquake zones 

by the Bureau of Indian Standards? 

1. North Bihar 

2. Rann of Kutch 

3. Andaman and Nicobar islands 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 2 and 3 only   (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

12. Consider the following statements: 

1. The alluvial soil is confined only to the northern plains of India. 

2. The alluvial soil is deficient in humus except the Ganga delta which is rich in humus. 

3. The alluvial soil is more alkaline in drier areas.  

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

13. Which of the following can help in preventing soil erosion? 

1. Use of chemical fertilizers 

2. Terrace Farming 

3. Shifting cultivation  

 Select the correct answer using the code given below.  

(a) 1 and 3 only   (b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only    (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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14. Why the rivers flowing through the Arunachal Pradesh have the highest potential of producing 

hydroelectricity? 

1. They are perennial 

2. They flow through deep gorges 

3. They have a high rate of fall 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below.  

 (a) 1 only   (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3 

15. Which among the following climate types is known as Laurentian Climate? 

(a) Cool Temperate Continental Climate 

(b) Warm Temperate Eastern Margin Climate 

(c) Cool Temperate Eastern Margin Climate 

(d) Cool Temperate Western Margin Climate 

16. Which of the following are examples of footloose industry/ industries? 

1. Sugar industry 

2. Cement industry 

3. IT industry 

4. Aluminium industry 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

(a) 2 and 4 only  (b) 3 only  

(c) 2 only   (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

17. Consider the following statements: 

1. Savanna landscape is typified by tall grasses and scattered trees. 

2. Savanna landscape is very prone to wildfires. 

3. Almost half of Africa comes under Savanna type.  

 Which of the statements given above are correct?  

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 3 only  

(c) 1 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3 

18. Consider the following practices: 

1. Providing outlets for lands to drain out excess water and lower water table. 

2. Practicing crop rotation 

3. Liberal application of gypsum to convert the alkalies into soluble compounds. 

4. Use of Organic residues in agricultural fields 

 Which of the above practice/practices can reduce the salinization of soils?  

(a) 1 and 3 only  (b) 2 only  

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

19. Which of the following is incorrect? 

(a) Chilka lake lies in between the deltas of Mahanadi and Ganga. 

(b) Teesta forms a part of Brahmaputra river system. 

(c) Narmada river flows between the Satpuras and the Vindhyas 

(d) Rajasthan has largest number of salt lakes in India 

20. Consider the following statements: 

1. The oceans in the Northern hemisphere record relatively higher temperature than in the 

southern hemisphere. 

2. The feature of the equatorial region is its great uniformity of temperature throughout the year. 
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3. The annual range of temperature is greater in the Northern Hemisphere than that in the 

Southern Hemisphere. 

Which of the pairs given above is/ are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 only   (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only    (d) 1, 2 and 3  
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